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SUBJEC: GETTING READY FOR HE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
MEETING: THE TORTURE CONVENION 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH AUSTRALIAN MISOFF (LAMB) JANUARY 

16 HE REPORTED THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN 
AMNESTY INTERNATION (AI) AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF 
JURISTS(ICJ) AS TO WHETHER OR NOT IT IS DESIRABLE TO HAVE 
THE DRAFT CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE (WHOSE ELABORATION 
WILL BEGIN AT THE UPCOMING MEETING OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
(HRC) ) DEFINE TORTURE AS AN INTERNATIONAL CRIME. 

LAMB SAID THAT HIS FOREIGN OFFICE WAS "SOMEWHAT ATTRACTED 
BY THE IDEA" BUT WANTED TO SEE A TEXT. THE AUSTRALIANS 
WOULD FAVOR THE ESTABLISHMENT BY THE HRC OF AN INTERSESSIONAL 
AD HOC WORKING GROUP TO ELABORATE THE PROPOSED TEXT OF THE 
CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE, SUCH A WORKING GROUP TO BE 
COMPOSED OF REPRESENTATIVES OF DIFFERENT REGIONS, AND 
PERHAPS TO MEET IN NYC OR GENEVA TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE CONCENTRATION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 
THE HRC. 

LAMB ALSO REPORTED THE HE SWEDES FEEL THEIR MINISTRY 
OF JUSTICE IS "DRAGGING ITS HEELS" ON THE DRAFT OF THE 
CONVENTION, AND THAT THERE IS LITTLE HOPE OF GETTING IT 
DISTRIBUTED BEFORE THE HRC MEETING TO ALLOW ANY SIGNIFI- 
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CNAT CONSULTATION. 

2. IN A LATER CONVERSATION JANUARY 16 WITH MARTIN 
ENNALS, INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT OF AI, HE TOLD MISOFF 
THAT AI WAS DIVIDED ON THE QUESTION OF WHETHER TORTURE 
SHOULD BE DEFINED AS AN INTERNATIONAL CRIME. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: USUN WOULD APPRECIATE A COPY OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR PENAL LAW (IAPL)REPORT 
FROM THE CONFERENCE IN SYRACUSE IN DECEMBER. USUN ALSO 
SUGGESTS THAT A WORKING PAPER ON US EXPECTATIONS AND 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WITH SUCH A DRAFT CONVENTION SHOULD 
BE ASKED FROM L NOW. 

YOUNG 
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